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Letter to Parents 4th September 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Yesterday proved to be a momentous occasion as we welcomed all our students back to the Abbey 
site. It was great to see everyone and the energy generated by over 350 students was palpable. Most 
students had an extra spring in their steps and loved reuniting with former classmates, whilst new 
students adjusted to the unfamiliar environment – but they too, seemed to have had a useful and 
enjoyable day.  
 
As staff, it was something of a step into the unknown. We had carefully planned for the return and 
we had sketched a variety of scenarios – but until the students were here in person, we weren’t sure 
how things would pan out. Anticipating some hiccups, we put in place an extended induction 
programme over two days with the intention of briefing students about protocols and expectations 
whilst also stress-testing unfamiliar systems. It soon became clear that we needed to reappraise 
certain measures that we have put in place and I will outline our thinking on those below.  
 
Overall though, I am delighted with the way that staff and students have adapted and I am hugely 
proud (as ever) of the amazing efforts of so many people. We will continue to monitor developments 
closely in the coming days and I am looking forward to meeting with the FOBAS (Friends of Battle 
Abbey School) team next week and I will ask them for feedback on how we can continue to improve 
our offering to students going forwards.  
 
I was equally pleased with the success of both New Pupils’ Tea and Pre-Season Training. Both worked 
well despite the limitations imposed this year and new pupils clearly benefitted from spending time 
at school before the formal start to term. As a result, the vast majority have settled remarkably 
quickly and are already feeling part of the Battle Abbey family.  
 
Masks: 

• We have purchased a batch of BAS branded 3-ply, reusable (and washable) face masks that 
will be issued to students on Monday.  

• These masks will need to be worn in all indoor public areas e.g. corridors and the Abbotts 
Hall. Students will be urged to look after these and, if lost, students will either have to 
purchase a replacement or bring in their own, appropriate face covering.  

• Masks must also be worn on buses.  
 
Other protocols:  

• Students should behave appropriately and be mindful of social distancing wherever possible 
even within their bubbles. 

• Please continue to stress the importance of hand washing and sanitizing to your children.  
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Entrances to the School: 
Please remind your children of the following:  

• Year 7 and 8 students are to use the back door with year 7s using the kitchen stairs by the 
Geography room to go to the first floor 

• Year 10s are asked to gain entry to the main building via History from the Six Penny Lawn and 
the Library terrace entrance 

• Year 11s and all members of staff are to use the front door for entry  
 
Drop off & pick up: 

• I am confident that the afternoon congestion will ease from Monday as our buses will be 
departing at 6pm and many more students will remain on site until then.  

• However, to help avoid future bottle-necks, it would be appreciated (weather permitting) if 
you could avoid bringing KS3 and KS4 children through the Gatehouse by car – and using the 
public car park near Jempsons, for example, this will make life easier for all of us. 

 
Catering, refreshments and dietary needs: 

• Please send your children to school with full water bottles. 

• Please confirm your child’s dietary requirements with the catering department and make sure 
dietary requirements are up to date on the health form. 

• If your child has specific dietary needs, they are allowed to bring supplementary snacks and 
refreshments to school each day if they wish. 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities: 
Next week, only Sport, Drama (by invitation), Music (by invitation) & Supervised Prep will operate as 
part of the ECA programme and the schedule for sport is as follows: 
 
Monday Lunch - Junior Football 
Monday after School - Football Skills Circuit 
Tuesday Lunch - Sports Scholars 
Tuesday after School - Senior Football/Senior Hockey 
Wednesday Lunch - Run Fit (all Years - running in Year Bubbles) 
Wednesday after School - Intermediate Football/Intermediate Hockey 
Thursday Lunch - Hockey Skills Circuit 
Thursday after School - Junior Football/Junior Hockey 
Friday Lunch - Cricket Circuit 
Golf will resume the following week & swimming arrangements will be confirmed shortly. 
 
Peripatetic Music lessons:  

• Peripatetic music teachers will contact parents directly to introduce themselves and give the 
day, time and room of your child’s individual music lesson.  

• When bringing your instrument into school you may store it in the wooden shelving placed 
outside the piano room before lessons start and at the end of the school day.  
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• For practice rooms, our priority is to deliver all our individual lessons which means space will 
be limited.  As the timetable settles we will be able to implement a rota for the free periods 
prioritising the music scholars. 

• For this term Brass lessons will continue on line as well as Violin lessons from Mrs Beament. 

• Music clubs, ensembles etc are limited at present but they will be up and running as soon as 
we can facilitate.  

 
Thank you, once again, for your support and understanding during this period of re-adjustment. It 
won’t be long before we are all used to everything and I am confident that safety measures will be 
enhanced further once teaching resumes in earnest on Monday.  
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend and best wishes to you all. 
 
David Clark  
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