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Letter to parents 18th September 2020 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
It’s been a stunning week and we have made the most of being outside as much as possible. We are 
so lucky to be based in our spectacular site and each bubble has a lovely outdoor area where they can 
enjoy the fresh air and expend any pent-up energy. When the sun shines as it has this week, we often 
get a message from our catering manager, Mr Aaron Pawson, suggesting that he would like to put on 
a whole school BBQ. Needless to say, we welcomed his suggestion with open arms and we enjoyed a 
fantastic treat courtesy of the amazing catering team. It has been such a challenging time for them of 
late as they get used to the logistics of delivering food to the various bubbles and I am so grateful for 
all that they do for us, both students and staff. 
 
The good weather has also enabled us to make a really good start with the sports programme and I 
have loved seeing the various sessions taking place at lunch time and after school. This term we are 
putting together something of a streamlined ECA programme but most of our clubs and societies are 
operating as normal and please encourage your children to take part. The health and well-being 
benefits of many of the activities offered are immense and so it is important that students include an 
extra-curricular dimension to their daily and weekly timetables. I am currently running the Year 9 
Discussion Group on Thursday lunchtimes and, last week, we asked ‘How united is the United States’. 
A passionate conversation followed and I was hugely impressed with the engagement and debating 
skills on show. 
 
We continue to adapt to the current limitations on school life and we hosted our first ever virtual 
open event on Tuesday. It took place via Zoom and we were delighted with the way in which we were 
able to convey the spirit, ethos, ambition and qualities of Battle Abbey School to the participants. 
Please encourage those in your network who may be interested in sending their children to us to get 
in touch as a combination of virtual meetings and socially distanced visits still enable prospective 
parents to get a good feel of life at the Abbey.  
 
An important aspect of life under the shadow of Covid has been the changes to our welfare and 
medical provision. We are indebted to Charlotte Buckland and her wonderful team for everything 
that they do to keep us safe and healthy and their efforts in creating our Wellbeing Hub have been 
hugely appreciated. As you can imagine, however, they are finding themselves rather inundated with 
emails so I would ask that you bear with them as they try to deal with the many questions and 
requests coming their way.  
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Before signing off this week I would like to bid farewell and pay tribute to Sue Bonell, our bursar, who 
retires today after 11 years of outstanding service to Battle Abbey School.  Sue has worked tirelessly 
for the School, the staff and the students during that time and her energy and stamina have been 
legendary. Her legacy is quite remarkable and the school that we see today is thriving in large part 
due to her amazing efforts and astute financial management. She has been much more than a bursar 
too – and has supported so many different aspects of school life… at the nursery, prep and senior 
schools. We wish her all the best with her future endeavours and wish Andy Brown, her replacement, 
all the best as he steps into her shoes.  
 
The key calendar dates for the next two weeks are attached to this letter and, for parents of years 11 
and 13, please encourage your children to attend the Saturday support lessons.  Assessment week is 
approaching.  Many exams will take place on the week commencing 5th October such as Science.  
However, some exams have been pushed back until after half term to allow for students who are 
taking external tests such as Oxford and Cambridge entrance exams.  Students will be advised by 
teachers when to expect their assessments. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
David Clark  
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