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21st August – Letter to parents 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As a teacher of history and politics I have been an avid follower of current affairs for many years but 
the media coverage of the past few months has really tested my natural affection for the news. I have 
become equally bewildered by certain political developments and the current shenanigans regarding 
public exam grading has reminded me of those wonderful episodes from Yes Minister – which 
satarised political bungling in all its glory. The recent government U turn on Centre Assessment 
Grades has, however, gone some ways towards addressing the injustices faced by several of our Year 
13 students and I am delighted that they have been, in the main, accepted to their first choice of 
university as a result.  
 
The Centre Assessment Grades have also been used for the GCSE cohort and it’s worth reminding you 
that teachers spent many hours compiling evidence to support those predictions – as, initially, we 
believed that we would need to back up our decisions with a detailed level of data analysis. The 
outcome from the change of direction has meant that the very talented group of Year 11 students 
will be recognized for their ability and their efforts and I am particularly pleased and relieved about 
that. In fact, the statistics show that they have secured some truly stunning results and you will be 
able to see our press release with more details when it is downloaded to our social media platforms 
soon. The whole year group needs to be congratulated as they have been awarded grades that reflect 
their true academic potential and tribute needs to be paid in equal measure to their highly 
committed teachers, tutors and mentors.  
 
Whilst we have been focusing on the collation and distribution of exam results, an intrepid group of 9 
boarders has joined us at Marylands for a 14 day period of quarantine. They have come from a range 
of countries including Spain, Belgium, Russia and Germany and we are indebted to the boarding team 
for all the work they have put in to preparing for their arrival. We are equally grateful to the many 
members of the support staff (bursarial department, maintenance team etc) for everything they have 
done to ready the site for the return of students next month. Lockdown ended up giving us the time 
and space to tackle numerous tasks (many of them ‘invisible’) and great progress has been made 
towards improving and upgrading some of the fabric of the Abbey.  
 
It has been an unusually busy August for the Battle Abbey staff and the extraordinary team spirit and 
can-do culture that epitomizes everyone at the Abbey will ensure a smooth and confident return in 
September. Final details of our plans for re-opening will be with you early next week – and they will 
be sent with the usual caveats - in that guidance and advice from the DfE changes on a pretty regular 
basis!  
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Before signing off, I think it’s worth reminding you of the need to reacquaint your children with the 
upcoming rhythms of school life. For example, you may want to ask them, gradually, to start getting 
up that bit earlier so that their body clocks can readjust to school timings and routines – and best of 
luck with that! 
Best wishes, 
 
David Clark  
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