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14 August 2020  
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I very much hope that you have all had restful holidays and made the most of valuable family 
time whilst enjoying the magnificent weather. 
 
As a school community, we were rocked by the tragic death of our popular prep 
headmistress, Maria Maslin, and we are slowly but surely getting used to life without her. I 
am grateful to the many parents, across both sites, who have written in and paid tribute to 
her and we are collating all of those messages and will add them to the book of condolence 
which will be kept at the Prep School office. Once we have fully digested our loss, we will 
consult with her family and friends to agree a fitting way to mark Maria’s passing and we will 
do our very best to ensure that her memory and spirit live on within the Battle Abbey family. 
This past week also saw the release of this year’s A Level results which has proved rather 
confusing and controversial. Our Year 13 cohort are a very impressive and talented group 
who were on track to secure record breaking results across the board. I am delighted to 
report that, despite the uncertainty and the erratic marking, most of the students have 
emerged with excellent grades and have been accepted onto terrific university courses.  The 
overall pass rate was excellent and, better still, the top end was especially pleasing with 46% 
of candidates scoring either an A or A* grade. There have been many individual triumphs and 
I am so proud of those who are off to Oxford, Cambridge, UCL, Warwick and the Courtauld 
Institute, to name but a few. However, the system adopted this year by OFQUAL for deciding 
grades using an obscure algorithm has also left some students bemused, let down and even 
angry. We have therefore launched several appeals and we will do all we can to ensure that 
each student is treated fairly and emerges with the grades that they deserve. 
 
As you have no doubt seen in the media, the problems with this year’s results have been felt 
nationwide and, unfortunately, we are anticipating a similar picture next week with GCSE 
grades. We have a very strong track-record as a centre of predicting accurately and many of 
our teachers are themselves examiners with various awarding bodies. Despite this position, 
we have fallen victim to a flawed system and we can only hope that the government’s so-
called ‘triple-lock’ will enable students to have a sense of redress if they feel aggrieved by the 
grades given. To assist with the appeals process, we would stress again the need for GCSE 
students to retain any examples of assessed work or mock examinations – as these may just 
help us to put right any potential injustices that surface next week. 
 
Our leadership team across both sites has been busy preparing for a full return of students in 
September and we will circulate final details of our plans to you later this month. There will  
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be some notable changes in the way that we will operate but I am confident that we will 
ensure the highest levels of safety for our students and staff. Our firm intention for next term 
is to enable all students to catch up on any lost ground and I am especially encouraged by the 
response of our heads of department today who unanimously agreed to put in place 
additional ‘catch-up’ sessions (after school and on Saturdays) for all students in year 10 and 
above starting at the beginning of term. 
  
Whatever Covid throws at us, be assured that we will continue to do all we can to support 
your children with their learning and we will also try our best to ensure that their Battle 
Abbey experience is as enriching as possible. Our amazing welfare and pastoral provision will 
also kick-in the minute school starts again as I am all too aware that our young people will 
need special nurturing as they acquaint themselves, once again, with the rhythms and 
routines of school life. Equally important for us, is the induction and familiarisation process 
that we will put in place to welcome new pupils – including those from overseas. All new 
parents will be contacted separately about our plans for ‘New Pupils’ Tea’ – an important 
tradition that we are keen to continue despite the current restrictions. 
 
I will continue to write to you every Friday until term starts and please do get in touch with 
us if you have any questions or concerns about our preparations for September. 
With very best wishes to you all. 
 
David Clark  
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