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Letter to Parents 28th August 2020

Dear Parents,

This is my final letter before school restarts (where has the holiday gone?) and we are looking forward to welcoming 
students back to the Abbey next Thursday. You will, by now, have received our pack with information for the weeks and 
months ahead and I hope you found that useful. It should help to reassure you that we have put in a good deal of time 
to get the site ready for the return of students and that we have taken every precaution possible to keep students and 
staff as safe as possible.

This letter is accompanied by a short video introduction and please share that with your children. Also, please have a 
look at the key dates for next week and remind your children about the arrangements for the first day of term, Thursday 
3rd September:

• Arrive between 8am and 8.30am
• Come dressed in school uniform – and bring a coat and/or trainers if appropriate
• There will be no formal lessons for the first two days so bring a note pad and a pencil case – but no other books
• Bring a water bottle
• Please remember your lanyard (new students will be issued with theirs on the day)
• Arrive full of enthusiasm and support us as much as possible with the changes that we have to implement

Due to the ongoing uncertainty with life under the shadow of Covid, I will continue to write to you each Friday with up-
dates and with information to help you support your children and, in those letters, I will include key dates for the week(s) 
ahead. Equally, I would encourage you to engage with our social media feeds on a regular basis as much useful and 
entertaining material is contained in those and the various platforms provide an additional way for us to communicate 
with you. 

As we get ready for a new academic year, I would like to update you on certain staff changes and introduce you to 
our new teachers. Sue Bonell retires as Bursar in mid-September after many years of outstanding service to Battle Abbey 
and will be replaced by Mr. Andy Brown. Sue has worked tirelessly to support the School and knows, in amazing detail, 
how every aspect of school life works. She has been instrumental in putting the School onto a firm financial footing and 
has overseen a range of projects that have transformed our facilities. She has been involved in developing all our sites 
and her energy and passion have helped to create the dynamic and successful School that we are today. 

Following the sad passing of Maria Maslin, Nova Shoesmith has been appointed as Head of the Prep School and we 
wish her well as she builds on Maria’s wonderful legacy. Charlotte Buckland joins the senior leadership team and takes 
on full responsibility for Safeguarding and Welfare.  Laura Austen-White, who has done a brilliant job as part-time teach-
er of RS & Philosophy has been promoted to Head of Department and Mr. Carl Trimby has been appointed as Head of 
St. Es. 

I am also delighted to announce that we will be joined by a few additional members of staff in September. Matt 
Woodward becomes our new Director of STEM and will be responsible for promoting our Maths, Science and Comput-
ing provision. We are welcoming some incredibly talented new members of the Music Department too - Ken Roberts 
(Composition), Travis Baker (Organ), Natalie Molloy (Piano) and Conor Sinclair (assistant to the department). We have 
strengthened our learning support team with the addition of Jeanine Greenland and Ben Jones, a former pupil, joins us 
as a Gap Graduate to assist with Sports, Science and Maths. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQjhiTu_ki4&feature=youtu.be


Below is a summary of the key dates for next week and I understand that many of you have been contacted separately 
about specific events mentioned. 

Date Start End Description

Tuesday 1/9 09:00 17:00 INSET day for staff
Tuesday 1/9 09:00 12:00 New boarding pupils arrive
Tuesday 1/9 13:00 15:00 Uniform shop open – by appointment only 
Tuesday 1/9 17:00 19:00 New Pupils’ Tea Party for Year 7 students 
Wednesday 2/9 09:00 17:00 INSET day for staff
Wednesday 2/9 09:00 13:00 Uniform shop open – by appointment only 
Wednesday 2/9 Pre-Season Sports Training 

Wednesday 2/9 09:00 16:00 Existing boarders arrive & new boarders’ induction 
Wednesday 2/9 17:00 19:00 New Pupils’ Tea Party, Years 8-12
Thursday 3/9 08:00 10:00 Uniform shop open – by appointment only 
Thursday 3/9 08:30 Autumn Term starts (minibuses at 16:30) 

   
Despite the pressures and challenges of recent months, Battle Abbey School is looking to the future with real confidence 
and a terrific sense of optimism. We start the term with record numbers at both the Senior School and the Prep and we 
are feeling prouder than ever of what Battle Abbey School and our students are achieving – both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Finally, have a lovely bank holiday weekend and I look forward to catching up with you in the days and weeks ahead.

David Clark 
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