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Letter to Parents, Friday 19th June 2020 
 

Dear parents, 

 

Amid the trials and tribulations of life in lock-down – we have enjoyed a wonderful distraction 

this past week after the ‘discovery’ of an unknown staircase beneath the floorboards of the 

Abbey. It is known as a ‘vise’ staircase and it leads from our Geography room - (formerly the 

room where Monks would meet local townsfolk to discuss business) - to our Sixth Form 

corridor (formerly the Abbot's Chapel) on the first floor above. It felt like a real privilege to 

get a glimpse of this long untrodden corner of the Abbey and it provided a new window into 

this important aspect of our history. 

 

Onto more mundane matters… and I wanted to thank you and especially your children for 

their forbearance during assessment week. We are all still relative novices when it comes to 

virtual learning and putting together meaningful assessments for students has proved a real 

challenge. We have therefore needed to be both empathetic and flexible and I am pleased that 

the week progressed largely without incident. I am especially grateful to the teachers for 

devising tasks that could stretch and challenge whilst recognizing that normal protocols 

couldn’t be followed.  

 

Looking ahead, we are now ready to welcome back groups of Year 10 and Year 12 students to 

the Abbey next Monday to re-connect with each other and with some of their teachers. We are 

excited that they are returning and, be assured that we are following all necessary guidance to 

ensure that the School remains safe for everyone. The success of the re-opening of the Prep 

and Nursery has convinced us that it will prove beneficial to all concerned and I know that the 

students can’t wait to catch up with their friends. I visit our Bexhill site every Wednesday and 

I rejoice each time I see students learning, collaborating and playing together – and I am 

indebted to Mrs Shoesmith, Mrs Rapley and their teams for all that they have done to ensure 

such a positive experience for the students in their care during these unusual times.   

 

Next week we are also launching our induction programme for new pupils starting at the 

Abbey in September. We have put together videos and virtual tours to support them and we 

are bracing ourselves for our Zoom meetings with new parents – managing large numbers on 

Zoom is going to be interesting! What is worth telling you all is that we are being joined by 

record numbers this autumn (at both senior and prep level) from a bigger range of feeder 

schools than ever. As you can imagine, we were rather anxious about the long-term impact of 

the Covid crisis – but it seems very much as though Battle Abbey is even more popular than 

ever. It is important that you are aware of this optimistic picture of the future, conscious as I 

am that the media seems to be relishing every opportunity it is given to report the closing of 

another independent school.  
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As I explained recently, we have reconfigured our calendar and next Friday I will update you 

about our plans for events and activities in the final two weeks of term. The Prep School has 

been busy doing the same and is currently planning to invite back all Prep children to spend 

time with their friends and teachers before the end of term. Due to restrictions on space, the 

Year 6 students will be accommodated at the Abbey and the time spent up here will really help 

their transition to the senior school. I had a lovely couple of hours with those same Year 6 

students the other day and we had great fun chatting about what they can expect when they 

‘graduate’ and formally walk through the Gatehouse as members of Year 7 in September.  

 

It has been terrific, too, that the new Year 12 students have been able to start accessing virtual 

lessons in readiness for their A Level studies and feedback on them has been universally 

positive. I particularly love the email below sent by one of the mums: 

 

‘He is really enjoying the pre-sixth form programme. He was struggling to think of how he 

would spend "nearly six months" prior to starting in September so both he and I were 

delighted when we saw what the school had planned. I asked him if he had any thoughts on 

what could be done differently to make the programme even more effective and he didn't have 

anything to suggest.  He isn't shy about coming forward with ideas for improvement in general 

so I take this as very positive! 

 

They will be joining a wonderful Sixth Form and we have high hopes for them as a year 

group. I am sure that they will mix well with the soon to be Upper Sixth cohort – and I would 

like to congratulate all those in that year group who have recently been appointed as Bronzes, 

Guardians and Heads of House. 

 

Looking ahead to the summer holidays, I am sorry to report that we will not be able to remain 

open at our Bexhill site as we have done since lock-down began back in March. I think it 

essential that all staff  have a proper break during that time and we also need to conduct 

routine maintenance work and ready the sites (including deep cleaning) for boarding 

quarantine in August and then full re-opening in September. 

 

In the meantime, I hope you all have a restful weekend and I am sure that all senior students 

will be relieved that their assessments are now behind them. 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

David Clark  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


