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Welcome to Battle Abbey School.  The philosophy of the boarding house is to make boarders feel happy, 
safe and fulfilled in their new home.  Pupils should feel supported, valued and challenged to help them meet 
their full potential.  They are encouraged to participate in the many activities we organise as this helps us to 
develop a strong boarding community where lasting friendships can be made. Older boarders are encour-
aged to take on leadership roles to help younger students and to ensure the smooth running of the boarding 
community.  
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My name is David Perry and 
next year will be my ninth year 
as Head of Boarding at Battle 
Abbey School. I live here with 
my wife Prito, and our 
daughter Rhian. 

As a family we have enjoyed 
greatly meeting new boarders 
and their families and 
welcoming them into the Battle 

Abbey Boarding family. Our daughter is an only 
child, but living in the Abbey has meant that she has 
felt part of an extended family.

I have taught in Wales, the Midlands and here in 
Battle. Being a History teacher of nearly 30 years’ 
experience, the chance to live in the Abbey, with 
views over the Battle of Hastings site, feels like a 
perfect environment to live and teach. In Battle 
Abbey School I have had the opportunity to teach 
History to all year groups, and Geography, R.S and 
P.S.H.E to younger year groups. I also help the games 
Department, alongside Mr. Mercer and Mr. Usher. 

I have been in boarding for 16 years and I still await 
the start of a new year with eager anticipation. 
Boarding at Battle Abbey is thriving and we look 
forward to getting to know your children and 
supporting them in their academic and personal life 
whilst they are with us in the Abbey. I can guarantee 
they will never forget their time spent in such an 
idyllic, unique setting.

David Perry, BA (Hons) PGCE - History

My name is Philip Usher and I 
am the Deputy Head at Battle 
Abbey School. The main 
subjects I teach are economics 
and business, but I also teach 
sport and others besides. The 
thing I love about teaching the 
most is seeing students grow, 
overcome challenges and 
develop as people. I grew up 
in the Battle area, but moved 

away to study Economics at University and latterly 
work. When the opportunity arose to return to such a 
beautiful, historic area and work in such a 
prestigious school I moved back and have not 
regretted it once.

I have a wife and two children and family time and 
activities are very important to me. Family values are 
core to the Battle Abbey School community, and 
especially the Boarding House and I consider myself 
lucky to have such a large and engaging extended 
family!

Philip Usher BA (Hons) PGCE, MA, FRSA

My name is Rob Mercer and 
I am the Head of Key stage 4 
(Years 10 & 11), in addition to 
running the Senior Boarding 
House (Maryland’s) and the 
Head of St Martin’s (One of the 
four Houses of the school). 

My subject area is Physical 
Education and I have worked 
at Battle Abbey school for 14 

years to date. I always had a passion for Physical 
Education & Games and knew from a very early age 
that this is what I wanted to do for a career. After 
leaving school I went on to pursue this as a career 
attending college to complete my A Levels before 
completing and graduating from University. I have 
worked in boarding for approximately 11 years and 
I really appreciate what this side of the school brings 
to my overall job satisfaction.

I would describe our boarding community as a 
place where pupils can discover themselves, whilst 
having the opportunity to obtain an outstanding 
education alongside a wealth of people from 
around the world. The length of my service at the 
school is testament to what a wonderful place it is 
and I truly believe that as a parent it’s a wonderful 
place to raise my children.

Rob Mercer BA (Hons) QTS

My name is Prito Perry, and I 
live with my husband David 
in the Abbey. I have worked 
in two boarding schools and 
have worked at the Abbey for 
eight years. I am an Assistant 
Head of Boarding and I will be 
on duty on a Monday evening 
and one weekend in three. I 
am also in charge of 
boarders’ transport, so I can 

help you with airport transfers, and transport for 
weekend exeats. I give out pocket money to the 
junior boarders on a Friday night. I enjoy yoga, and 
keep fit, and I run sessions for the boarders during 
the week. I also carry out some matron shifts, so I am 
available to help boarders almost every day of the 
week. I enjoy looking after the children, and find it 
very fulfilling. I am looking forward to meeting your 
child at the start of the new school year.

Prito Perry (BSA registered)
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Contacting the School

Please contact Mr Perry in the first instance with any concerns regarding your child’s welfare:
Tel:  Mr & Mrs Perry on +44 (0)1424 776812.  Outside school hours the number is +44 (0)7843 339530.
mail: perryd@battleabbeyschool.com

Pre-arrival Information

There is an induction programme for all new boarders. Dates and details are sent with the Joining Informa-
tion. During the induction pupils will have boarding routines explained and fitted with their uniform. They will 
usually have the chance to meet all the teachers and boarding staff, receive their timetables and be intro-
duced to the local area. Where possible we will confirm the subjects you are going to study prior to joining 
and facilitate contact with subject teachers for students in examination years.

We prioritise the health and well-being of our boarders. We have fully risk school community as a conse-
quence of covid-19 and we are issuing regular updates.

Uniform and Packing List

The school has a shop on site where uniform can be purchased with the cost being added to the pupil’s 
school bill. The New Parent Handbook lists all the items that a pupil is required to wear and the boarding staff 
will organise the purchase and fitting of uniform with all new pupils. Sixth Form students are expected to wear 
smart ‘office wear’ during the school day. Please refer to the New Parent Handbook for more information.

It is suggested that boarding pupils in years 7 to 11 bring the following items with them:

• 4 white shirts or blouses (long sleeved with collar)
• 2 black or dark grey trousers (boys only)
• 1 pair of black leggings/dance trousers and black track suit trousers for boys (for Drama lessons)
• 7 pairs of black or dark grey socks for boys
• 4 pairs of black tights for and short white socks for the summer term for girls
• 2 pairs of white sports socks
• 1 pair of black school shoes (no patent leather or heels)
• 1 pair of predominantly white trainers
• Shin pads
• Mouth Guard [Gum shield]

Bedding is provided by the school although pupils can bring their own sheets, pillow cases and duvet cover 
[for a single bed] with them if they wish.  

The general packing list for boarders is:

1. 1 pair slippers/flip flops for relaxing in the evenings after prep.
2. 1 dressing gown for wearing to and from shower and for wearing outside if the fire alarm goes off   
 at night.
3. 1 coat for the colder months.
4. 3 bath towels so they can use one have one in the wash and one spare.
5. School bag [to carry books]
6. Sports bag for PE kit
7. Casual clothing 

Do not bring extension leads and adaptors because if they do not meet British safety standards they have to 
be removed. The school can provide these items or they can be purchased on one of our shopping trips.

Do not bring kettles, rice cookers, heaters, fridges etc. These are not allowed in boarders’ rooms. The chefs 
provide very good food and facilities are provided to make snacks.

Please should not bring too many casual clothes as they all need to be named for the laundry service and 
each pupil has a limited amount of wardrobe space. At different points in the year the rooms have to be 
entirely cleared and possessions have to be taken home or stored on site and space is limited. Excessive 
quantities of personal possessions will need to be stored externally during holidays as we have limited storage 
space available.

It would be helpful if items brought to the school already have name labels.
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There is a school laundry system for those on the main Abbey site. On the Marylands site sixth form stu-
dents will have access to laundry facilities where students will be able to do their washing.  The bed linen is 
changed once a week and pupils are required to strip their own beds. 

Sixth Formers on the main School site also have access to washing machines but can also use the school’s 
laundry service.

Pocket Money

Parents can send funds to the school account (see fee invoice) for their child’s pocket money.   Please 
give the child’s name and the words ‘pocket money’ on the transfer document.  The bursary issues pocket 
money once each week.  The normal amount is £15 per week for Years 7-11, but can be up to £25 per week. 
Please contact Mr. Perry for further information.

Holidays and Travel

Parents and guardians are requested to refer to the school’s term dates which are on the website and the 
boarders’ travel form which is sent at the start of each year.  Pupils must arrive and depart on the designated 
days.  

During the summer term, Year 11 and Year 13 pupils may be given permission to leave the school once their 
exams have finished.  No other pupils will be given leave of absence during term time except in exceptional 
cases.  Any request for absence must be sent in writing to the Headmaster for approval.

Parents/guardians must advise the boarding staff of the pupil’s travel arrangements at least 10 days before 
the start or end of each holiday period.  Mrs Perry (pritop@battleabbeyschool.com) can arrange airport 
transfers on request, provided the request is received in good time.

Exeats

The school does not have exeat weekends when all pupils are required to leave.  Boarders may go home for 
the weekend or part of the weekend if they do not have any commitments such as matches, rehearsals or 
house duties.  Permission must be given in advance by the Head of Boarding for such exeats.  Parents should 
email Mr Perry by Thursday evening with the details of where the child will be going and the arrangements 
for travel and supervision. The host family also needs to e-mail contact details in case of emergencies. Pupils 
must return to school by 6pm on Sunday evening.
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Daily Routine

Monday to Friday
7.15am   Wake-up
7.55am  Morning roll call
8.00am   Breakfast
8.30am   Registration
4.45pm   Day Prep
5.55pm Evening roll call
6.00pm  Supper
6.45pm   Prep & evening activities
7.45pm  Prep finishes (Friday: Sport instead of Prep)

Bedtimes

Year Group Time to go to dorms Lights out
Year 7   21:15   21:30
Year 8  21:30   21:45
Year 9  21:45   22:00
Year 10  22:00   22:15
Year 11  22:15   22:30
Year 12  22:30   22:45
Year 13  22:30   23:00 

On weekends there is Saturday breakfast at 9.30am and a 
Sunday brunch at 11.00am.

There is quiet time from 6.45pm to 8.45pm on Sunday during 
which time pupils are encouraged to study.

On Saturday all bedtimes are 15 minutes later.

Town Visits

Year 11 are allowed into Battle town between 4.25pm and 4.45pm Monday to Thursday, while all boarders 
can visit the town on Friday between 4.20pm - 5.50pm.

On weekends boarders can go into town between roll calls but must be back before 6pm and must not be 
in town for more than 2 hours.

Parent and Guardian Visits 

Parents are encouraged to visit at weekends and also for Parents Consultations, School Functions, Sports 
Events and Performances.  A school calendar is issued each term.  The Headmaster, Deputy Heads and 
Head of Boarding are all available for parents to consult by personal appointment or telephone.

After school and weekend activities

Boarders are encouraged to participate in the many school clubs and activities which take place during 
the week.  For weekends, the boarding staff will arrange a programme of activities and boarders sign up in 
advance to confirm their participation.  Some activities, such as cinema trips, incur a small charge which will 
be added to the school bill.
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Boarding House Rules

The following boarding house rules supplement the all school rules and are designed to support and protect 
the boarding community.

General rules

1. Pupils may not buy or sell items from other pupils without prior permission from the 
 housemaster.
2. Pupils must only ever have small sums of money in their possession. Any larger sums must be put   
 into the house safe until the student transfers the money to their bank account.
3. All valuables must be locked away.
4. Passports and ID cards must be kept in the safe in the house office.
5. Music systems can be used with head phones during prep and in single rooms. Music must    
 be played with consideration to others at all time.
6. Electrical equipment must meet safety standards and students must not over load the electrical   
 supply. No cookers, fridges, heaters or fans in rooms.
7. Fire equipment must not be tampered with.
8. Any bullying, theft, or damage must be reported to house staff immediately.
9. No ball games within the boarding area or in the car park.
10. Pupils must attend all meals, unless they have special permission from the housemaster. Saturday   
 dinner may be replaced by a take away if permission has been granted.
11. All items displayed in the house must be inoffensive and displayed using means that do not damage  
 the building.
12. Notice boards must be maintained, and not damaged.
13. Rooms must be kept tidy and free from obstacles in case of fire.
14. No pupil may ever ask or require another pupil to undertake a personal task.
15. The door code is only to be known by members of the school.
16. All visitors must be reminded to report in to house staff on duty after signing in at reception.
17. All medicines need to be kept in the medical cupboard, apart from those that the nurses are   
 happy for the student to hold.
18. Domestic staff are to be treated with respect and any complaints need to come to the house 
 parent.
19. Down town times are published.
20. Bed times are published.
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Cleanliness and hygiene

Please-
Do not eat at the computers. 
Put all litter in the bin
Do your own washing up
Do not wear muddy shoes in the buildings

Finally –

Attend roll calls punctually.
Always sign in and out of the house and never break bounds.
Weekend leave must be arranged with the house master by Thursday night.

Support

All school pupils have the support of their Form Tutor, Head of Key Stage and Head of House and boarders 
can also turn to the boarding staff or Head of Boarding with any concerns.  The school also operates a Peer 
Listening programme and has an Independent Listener who can be contacted in confidence by any pupil.
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D.O.B:

Date:

Yes: No:

Yes No

Yes No

Number(s):

Number(s):

Number(s):

Condition(s):

If your child is participating in a 
residential trip, is there any other 
health information BAS needs to be 

made aware of?

Allergies ‐ including food and medication allergies if known
Allergy:

Gym

Please note: BAS can only accept medications that have been prescribed and have an appropriate dispensing label attached to the medicine or device printed in English that 
states the pupil's name, the name of the medication, the date the medication was dispensed, the dosage and administration instructions. Hand written labels cannot be 

accepted.

Battle Abbey School Health Form

Pupil Name:

Medical Conditions (please continue on separate page if needed)

This form will be reviewed by Battle Abbey School and you may be contacted to provide further information or for a 
consultation.  If you would like to discuss any health issue in relation to your child please contact 

medical@battleabbeyschool.com or phone 01424 776807

Treatment/Medication (if required):

Emergency Contacts

Special Dietary Requirements ‐ please give details below

Illnesses and Minor Ailments

Pupils suffering from minor ailments including headaches or period pains, coughs, sore throats or digestive upsets, may if judged appropriate, be given treatment 
which may include over the counter medicines in accordance with Battle Abbey School Policies

Consent for first aid measures: Please tick one box
I consent to the use of first aid measures

Immunisations

Residential trips

Doctors Name/Address:

Accident Consent
In the event that a pupil requires emergency treatment following injury or illness, BAS will make every effort to contact the persons above.  However, BAS has a 

common law duty to ensure that emergency treatment is not delayed unduly and will always act in the best interests of pupils.  If there are any emergency 
treatments that should not be provided, please record these on a separate sheet.

I consent to the recording and storage of information by Battle Abbey School (BAS) for the purposes of the health and care of the above named pupil.  I understand that such 
information will only be shared with third parties including health professionals for the purposes of treatment, diagnosis and management of chronic or acute health 

conditions including illnesses, injuries and wellbeing whilst that pupil is in the care of BAS.  I understand that any such records will be kept in accordance with Data Protection 
Act/GDPR/Nuring Midwifery Council Code of Conduct standards and that health records and consultations with clinical staff will be treated confidentially, except where there 

is a lawful or clinical rationale to share such information. I understand that access to BAS health records will be restricted only to those persons that have a legal right or 
obligation to access those records and that once the above named pupil leaves BAS these records will be securely destroyed, unless BAS have been given clear and legal 

instructions otherwise.

Parent/Pupil/Guardian Signature:

Print Name:

Please recored immunisations 
received, including dates where 
possible

Yes with the exception of:

I consent to my child using the school gym and have indicated above any 
medical conditions that the school needs to be aware of

1. Name/Relationship to pupil:

2. Name/Relationship to pupil:

Treatment/Medication (if required):
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