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INTRODUCTION
Due to the coronavirus outbreak, there has been a national review of the 
examination system for this summer and all public examinations have been 
cancelled. As disappointing as this may be to many Year 11 students, we 
believe this offers them a unique opportunity to start their further studies early. 
The BAS Pre-Sixth programme can be delivered both online and in school as the 
national situation evolves. 

There are three basic elements of the programme:
1. Academic subject. Students will select a minimum of four subjects from  
 within the option blocks at the back of this booklet.
2.	 The	Extended	Project	Qualification.	This	is	a	prestigious	award	that	we		
 encourage all Sixth Form students to undertake and develops   
 independent study skills.
3. The extra-curricular. This continues to be an important part of the   
 Battle Abbey programme. Initially, this will be in the form of   
 ‘Virtually Battle Abbey’, but will grow as restrictions are lifted by the  
 government. It must be noted that the scope of this element will be  
 very much dependent upon the limitations placed upon the school by  
 health and safety regulations during the current Covid-19 outbreak.

I hope you agree with me that this provides our students with the chance to not 
only start their studies early, but also develop the skills required for the  
higher-level studies required at Sixth Form.

The key dates are as follows:

Booklet and programme launch:  11th May
Options return by:   13th May
Course starts:    18th May

Mr.	P.	Usher	(Deputy	Head)
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STUDYING	AT	BATTLE	ABBEY	SIXTH	FORM

Dear Year 11,

Welcome to Year 12 and welcome to our Sixth Form! In light of recent events 
we will be starting Year 12 early and remotely. I know that this is not what you 
were anticipating only a couple of weeks ago. We would all be in the middle 
of GCSE exams right now. Many of you had already made lots of plans for the 
summer. Everything has changed and we all feel a variety of emotions about 
this	extraordinary	situation	as	we	adapt	to	it.	So	here	is	the	first	challenge	to	
life in Sixth Form: the need to be able to deal with the unexpected and to do 
things which are beyond our experience or comfort zone. The aim is to work 
together with a positive attitude and make the most of this situation; to take on 
board new ideas and concepts and, most importantly, not be daunted by any 
of it.

As soon as we are all back, you will be able to enjoy Martlet House, our 
dedicated Sixth Form area. We will then have Year 12 induction sessions, meet 
the Sixth Form team, assign form tutors to form groups, do some bonding. In 
Sixth Form, you are still very much a part of the Battle Abbey School 
community but Martlet will give you a sense of independence and maturity. 
The two years in Sixth Form will pass very quickly and it is our aim to equip you 
with all the academic, practical and transferable skills you will need for life 
beyond Battle Abbey School.

The Sixth Form is a really exciting place to be and I hope that you will take 
advantage of the opportunity to develop leadership and teambuilding skills 
and to excel academically and artistically. As young adults, you will need to 
rise to the challenge to manage your own learning through the use of 
non-contact lessons, opting when to study and when to participate in 
enrichment activities. We are very lucky really that we can start with this new 
approach to teaching and learning so early.
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Battle Abbey School Sixth Form has a proven track record of achieving 
academic excellence and our smaller student community allows you to thrive 
and feel safe, and consequently to develop into the individuals you want to 
be. I look forward to working with you to achieve these goals. Please choose at 
least four subjects now, send your options to Miss Torok on
(toroki@battleabbeyschool.com) and you will then be issued with a timetable. 

This will also give you:
•	 The opportunity to experience A-level lessons
•	 Get a head start in your chosen subjects
•	 Chance	to	get	to	know	the	specification	and	requirements	of	your	A-level	

course
•	 Enhance your further reading and independent learning
•	 Opportunities to complete set summer work

Thank you for your patience with these current arrangements and do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions at this stage. I will set up a 
Year 12 Microsoft team group and will invite you all in due course.

Kind Regards

Martina	Johnson	-	Head	of	Year	12	(johnsonm@battleabbeyschool.com)
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ACADEMIC	SUBJECTS
A	Level	Art	(Fine	Art,	Photography	&	Textiles)
The programme will aim to develop the practical skills relevant to the aspect of 
art chosen. 

A	Level	Biology
In Biology we will be looking at the skills needed for the A’ level Biology course 
using the Transition resources from AQA.
We will look at the vocabulary and SI units needed for the course as well as 
recapping and extending on GCSE Biology knowledge and maths skills essential 
for Biology, covering topics such as cell structures and biological molecules. We 
will also look at Unit 5 – Cell Recognition and the Immune System, to understand 
how the body’s immune system works with a focus on Covid-19.

BTEC Business Studies
An additional BTEC Unit (Unit 31) titled Effective Management of Personal Debt 
will be delivered. This develops important life skills and is useful for students who 
would not ordinarily have chosen Business Studies. In addition, it will broaden 
understanding for prospective BTEC Business Studies students and help orientate 
students in the slightly different way required of BTEC students.

A	Level	Chemistry
Everything you hear, see, smell, taste and touch involves chemistry and 
chemicals (matter). And hearing, seeing, tasting and touching all involve 
intricate series of chemical reactions and interactions in your body. With such 
an enormous range of topics, it is essential to know about chemistry at some 
level to understand the world around us.

Traditionally, Chemistry breaks down into four main areas:
•	 Organic	(Mostly	Biochemistry!)
•	 Inorganic
•	 Physical
•	 Theoretical

These days there is a lot of overlap between these areas, which promotes new 
discoveries and broadens the horizons of what is possible: for example, 
materials and biological chemistry are now two research areas where 
chemistry in all the different original four disciplines may be used.
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In	this	project	you	will	emphasize	the	importance	of	specific	manipulation	of	a	
drug to selectively bond to its target and the challenges associated with it. This 
is	particularly	of	importance	at	present	whilst	they	are	looking	at	specific	
vaccines for the COVID-19 virus. Whether a vaccine or a drug is good 
emphasises the importance of hydrogen bonds and other types of bonds and 
intermolecular forces and solubility. Once a `good drug` is found the next 
chapter is the importance of clinical trials to ensure safety in patients, and 
hence this will be another aspect you will research within your project.

Your project will be split up into three main areas:
1. Drug Development 
2. Testing consumer products 
3. Control of Hazards in the Laboratory

A	Level	Drama
The aim of this course is to:
•	 Introduce	students	to	the	evolution	of	theatre	through	the	ages	and		
	 the	different	social,	historical	and	political	variants	at	specific	times	and		
 the impact these had on theatrical performance
•	 Allow	students	to	explore	an	area	of	theatre	history	considering	how	it		
 might link with the world of today in relation to impacting a   
 contemporary audience
•	 Promote	important	aspects	of	independent	research	and		 	
 development of analysis and evaluation
•	 Have	a	holistic	approach	that	meets	the	needs	of	the	students	and	the		
 availability of resources

The course itself will look at the early origins of theatre in Greek times and 
compare different pieces through time.

A	Level	Economics
This course will look at applications of economics principles course, looking at 
how economics can help to explain and interpret behaviour and activities in 
the modern world. To cover aspects of behavioural economics,    
neuroeconomics, the development of economic ideas & historical events 
through the eyes of an economist.

It will be not only be of interest to prospective students of Economics, but those 
with an interest of the world that we live in. 
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A	Level	English	Literature
The pre-A level course will focus on exploring the origins of literature about love, 
in	its	many	forms.		We	will	explore	the	influence	of	the	Bible,	Plato,	the	courtly	
love tradition - established by writers such as Petrarch and Chaucer - and 
consider	how	these	influence	later	writing.		In	addition,	you	will	complete	a	mini	
independent study on a modern text.  This will introduce you to the skills of 
research, embedding critical views and developing your own readings of a 
text.  

The aim is to establish some of the skills and methods of study you will encounter 
at A level as well as to build on those developed during the GCSE course.

A	Level	Geography
The key concepts for Cambridge International A Level Geography are:
•	 Space: the implications of spatial distributions and patterns of a range of 

physical and human geographical phenomena
•	 Scale:	the	significance	of	spatial	scale	in	interpreting	environments,	features	

and places from local to global, and time scale in interpreting change from 
the geological past to future scenarios

•	 Place: the importance of physical and human characteristics which create 
distinctive places with different opportunities and challenges

•	 Environment: how the interactions between people and their environment 
create the need for environmental management and sustainability

•	 Interdependence: how the complex nature of interacting physical systems, 
human systems and processes create links and interdependencies

•	 Diversity:	the	significance	of	the	similarities	and	differences	between	
places, environments and people

•	 Change: the importance of change and the dynamic nature of places, 
•	 environments and systems

This course will enhance awareness and understanding of the above concepts 
by looking at a range of pertinent themes such as global warming, the 
management of tropical eco-systems and Fairtrade.

Additionally,	further	skills	will	be	developed	such	as	completing	virtual	fieldwork	
using geographical information systems (GIS).
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A	Level	History
This course is not just for would be A level Historians although it will give some 
preparation with some of the research and source handling skills needed for 
both the coursework element and the examination.

The proposal is for you to identify an area of History which you’d like to 
investigate further with a view to producing a piece of work which can be 
presented to the rest of the group or, if you’re brave enough, recorded and 
broadcast on BAS TV as a ‘Maltby Lecture’!

There are no topics excluded, if you have a conspiracy theory you’d like to 
investigate, like who killed JFK, who was Jack the Ripper, who was really to 
blame for the sinking of the Titanic or even if there’s just a period of History that 
you’d	like	to	re-visit	or	have	a	look	at	for	the	first	time,	this	is	your	opportunity.
Once you have selected your chosen investigation, within it you’ll be expected 
to	identify	and	review	any	scholarly	debate	or	specific	views	on	the	
time-period.		You’ll	also	be	encouraged	to	find	some	contemporary	sources	on	
the subject area and test their reliability and usefulness to your investigation.

The whole point of this is for you to stretch your investigative powers to look at a 
time-period, event or person that you are fascinated by and want to explore.  
Once	you’ve	done	this	you	will	have	the	privilege	of	sharing	your	findings	with	
other interested people.

BTEC ICT
An additional BTEC Unit (Unit 8) titled Computer Games Development will be 
delivered. This develops important skills and is useful for students who would not 
ordinarily have chosen IT – The computer games industry has been growing 
year on year and has become a multi-billion pound industry. With the 
prevalence of computing devices, games consoles and mobile devices, this 
growth shows no sign of slowing and is a pressing and important aspect of the 
modern world. In addition, it will broaden understanding for prospective BTEC 
IT students and help orientate students in the slightly different way required of 
BTEC students. Students will investigate the computer games industry and its 
impact on technological and social trends. They will also design and develop a 
computer game to meet requirements.
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A	Level	Maths
Maths has been continued to be taught to students since the successful iGCSE 
exams and subsequent exams in January. This option will continue to build upon 
the skills studied so far in preparation of the A Level course.

A	Level	Modern	Foreign	Languages	(Spanish/	French)
This course is open to both prospective A Level linguists and those who wish to 
continue	to	develop	their	confidence	in	French	and/or	Spanish.	The	aims	of	the	
course are to further develop the core skills of reading, writing, speaking and 
grammar.

Languages are an invaluable skill which will give you the edge over a similar 
applicant without a linguistic background wishing to enter university or gain 
employment. Languages open doors and if you study a language you are 
likely to be very attractive to employers in any business sector. They are also 
immensely	rewarding.	The	knowledge	that	you	can	confidently	talk	in	another	
language is reassuring when you travel and work, it makes you sound 
sophisticated!

Learning how to interact with speakers of other languages can help you to see 
things from a range of perspectives - making you more adaptable, creative, 
and insightful.

The key aims of the course are to:

•	 Build upon your existing knowledge gained at GCSE
•	 Become	confident	and	fluent	in	your	chosen	A-level	language
•	 Enhance your knowledge of culture, literature, music and art
•	 Further develop the core skills of reading, writing, speaking and grammar 

You will receive personalised access to the A-level Digital Book for  
Spanish/French	which	comes	with	lots	of	online	vocabulary	builders	and	
interactive exercises, ideal for virtual teaching and learning!  
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A	Level	Music
The Music course offers the opportunity to study in-depth the works of some 
important composers and their works. Some examples are:
•	 The choral music of JS Bach and the wider Baroque
•	 The operas of Mozart, particularly the Magic Flute and the state of opera in 

the 18th century and the opera reforms by Gluck
•	 The Baroque Concerto Grosso, particularly the work of Antonio Vivaldi
•	 The symphony from Mozart through to Mahler with emphasis on the   

Symphonie Fantastique by Hector Berlioz.

A	significant	emphasis	will	also	be	placed	on	working	through	a	range	of	
harmony exercises.

A	Level	Physics
In Physics we will be looking at key skills that are used throughout the ‘A’ level 
course.

This will include work on:
•	 Base units, derived units and quantities
•	 Scalar and vector quantities, adding and resolving vectors
•	 Analysing data and calculation of uncertainty

We will also study some Particle Physics which, although it appears in the A2 
course, is not covered in great depth in the Edexcel syllabus. Given this 
opportunity, we can explore the subject in greater depth and look further into 
the particle model and include the strange quark, exchange particles, 
Feynman diagrams and conservation laws (Baryon and lepton numbers).

A	Level	Psychology
This programme will give an introduction to the brain with particular attention 
to the localisation of brain functions i.e. which bits does what! There will also be 
the opportunity to look at case studies such as where memory is located, what 
happens when different parts are damage, how your brain can repair itself and 
how to improve its capabilities.
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A	Level	Religious	Studies
Aims of the programme:
To teach students key study skills that will be required over the programme of 
study.

To deliver content that engages students and promotes their philosophical and 
evaluative thinking skills.

To develop students extended writing skills & evaluation.

Lesson 1 - Core study skills, including: self-organisation, effective note-taking, 
how to read, how to write philosophically (very brief consideration) how to 
revise and some revision techniques, including the importance of revisiting 
learning. Introduction to the Ancient Philosopher and socratic questioning.

Lesson 2 - Will Robots Rule the World? 
A P4C discussion based lesson exploring the above, with starting stimulus to 
begin this.

Lesson 3 - Evaluating the question ‘Will Robots rule the world?’ and different 
philosophical arguments in response to this.

Lesson 4 - Philosophical Writing. What a good essay looks like, with a focus on 
introductions. Students begin to write their own essay introduction, addressing 
the question ‘Robots will replace humans.’ Discuss.

Lesson 5 - A continuation of lesson 4, focusing on the body of the essay and a 
conclusion.

BTEC	Sport
An additional BTEC Unit (Unit 5) titled Application of Fitness Testing will be 
delivered.	This	covers	the	understanding	of	the	requirements	of	fitness	testing	
and	how	to	safely	conduct	a	range	of	fitness	tests	for	different	components	of	
fitness.	Sports	performers	need	to	maintain	and	often	improve	their	fitness	levels	
in	order	to	excel.	Effective	fitness	testing	allows	for	this	level	of	analysis	and	can	
predict future performance too. This is a unit that has many practical elements 
and applications.  In addition, it will broaden understanding for prospective 
BTEC Sport students and help orientate students in the slightly different way 
required of BTEC students.
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THE	EXTENDED	PROJECT	QUALIFICATION
The	Extended	Project	Qualification	has	been	an	integral	part	of	the	Sixth	Form	
curriculum at Battle Abbey School for some time now. Students enjoy the 
independence	the	qualification	offers	both	in	terms	of	having	control	over	the	
topic and the opportunity to choose between writing (the dissertation) or 
creating an artefact. Universities and employers see the value in a student 
holding	a	qualification	that	requires	independent	work,	presentation	skills,	
research and imagination. It is not unusual for universities to lower their entry 
grades	required	for	students	with	this	qualification.

HPQ	–	Worth	half	a	GCSE
The	Higher	Project	Qualification	(HPQ)	is	a	simplified	version	of	an	EPQ	designed	
to develop planning and research skills, time management skills, evaluation skills 
and project management skills. This is a very good stepping stone to 
completing the full EPQ. Students will have a supervisor and a mentor to support 
their work. The HPQ can be a written piece of approximately 2500 words or an 
artefact (practical piece) with a shorter supporting written piece.

Example titles could be:
•	 How much power does advertising have and how effective can the use of 

shock be?
•	 Should human cloning be allowed?
•	 What effect does TV have on family dynamics and the upbringing of  

children and teenagers?
•	 Should children be forced to exercise?
•	 What effect have superstores had on local shops?
•	 Have smoking habits and attitudes changed since the indoor ban came 

into force on 1 July 2007

Example artefacts could be:
•	 Redesigning a piece of clothing
•	 Produce	a	brochure	for	a	tourist	attraction	/	crafts	person	/	local	industry
•	 Design	a	piece	of	art	/	mural	/	mosaic	depicting	local	history
•	 Design an interesting charity collection box which would encourage   

people to donate
•	 Choreograph a dance
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EPQ	–	Worth	half	an	A	level
The	Extended	Project	Qualification	(EPQ)	Level	3	is	an	excellent	preparation	for	
undergraduate study as it gives real evidence of independent, critical  
thinking.	It	is	a	stand-alone	qualification,	an	extension	from	studies,	which		
enthuses students by offering the opportunity for open debate and research on 
their own topic. The EPQ develops further skills such as researching effectively 
and time management. The EPQ also gives additional UCAS points as well as 
often giving students reduced grades offers for their University choices. The EPQ 
can be a 5000 word written dissertation or an artefact (practical piece) with a 
shorter supporting written piece.

The EPQ focuses on: A solid and coherent grounding in a specialist topic with 
the ability to undertake independent and self-directed learning, the ability to 
think	laterally,	critically	and	creatively,	as	well	as	problem	solving,	reflective	
learning and self-management.

Example titles could be:
•	 How has our understanding of chromosomal translocation developed, and 

what are the ethical issues raised?
•	 The ‘Lend-Lease Bill’ and its utility to the Soviet Union in the Second World 

War
•	 Is the bad reputation of the fashion industry in terms of body positivity   

justified?
•	 How does technology affect the economy and society?
•	 How has female sexuality been communicated in art?

Example artefacts could be:
•	 Designing and making a patchwork quilt
•	 Choreographing a contemporary dance
•	 Assessing the differences in performance between a monohull and a  

catamaran
•	 Arranging pieces of music for different genres or ensembles
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OPTION	FORM
Select	at	least	four	academic	options
Indicate if you wold like to continue with the LiBF Finance course (if already 
started).

You	will	automatically	be	enrolled	on	to	the	Extended	Project	Qualification	
(EPQ) option.

BLOCK	1 BLOCK	2 BLOCK	3

ENGLISH PSYCHOLOGY BTEC BUSINESS

FURTHER MATHS PHYSICS CHEMISTRY

BTEC PE ART DRAMA

BTEC ICT TEXTILES SPANISH

FRENCH

BLOCK	4 BLOCK	5

GEOGRAPHY ECONOMICS

MATHS BIOLOGY

RS HISTORY

PHOTOGRAPHY MUSIC

I	WOULD	LIKE	TO	CONTINUE	WITH	THE	LiBF	FINANCE	COURSE	YES/NO	(PLEASE	
DELETE AS APPROPRIATE)

NAME: ………………………………………..

RETURN THIS FORM TO toroki@battleabbeyschool.com BY WEDNESDAY 13TH 
MAY 2020
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